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Mercy Seat – Leviticus 16

• Propitiation – the removal of wrath by offering a gift – to gain or 
regain the good will or favor of – appease – to offer a payment 
sufficient and pleasing to God to pay for, to ransom us, to free 
us from the guilt of all our sins. 

•Mercy Seat is the place of propitiation



Day of Atonement – Leviticus 16

• Day of atonement – cover over, pacify, make propitiation 

• Aaron to clean himself and put on priestly garments 

• Take a bull as a sin offering for himself, his family, people 

• Takes two goats – cast lots over them – one for the Lord and one 
to send away 

• Takes coals and sweet incense to cover the “mercy seat” so he 
doesn’t die 

• Sprinkles blood of bull on, to the east and in front of the mercy 
seat – sprinkles blood seven times



Day of Atonement – Leviticus 16

• He kills the goat of the Lord and brings the blood to the mercy 
seat and sprinkles the blood of the goat over and in front of the 
mercy seat as he did with the bull’s blood 

• Then he shall go to the altar with the blood of the bull and goat 
and put it one the horns of the altar, then sprinkle the blood on 
the altar with his finger seven times. 

• He then will take the second goat, lay his hands on it and 
confess all the sins of Israel. Then give the goat to a man to 
take it into the wilderness and send it away. 



Propitiation

• But if our unrighteousness serves to show the righteousness of 
God, what shall we say? That God is unrighteous to inflict 
wrath on us? (I speak in a human way.) (Rom. 3:5 ESV) 

• Romans 3:21-26

• Hebrews 2:9-17

• 1John 2:1-6

• 1John 4:6-10



Propitiation

• “You are not your own; you were bought with a price at a price. 
Therefore honor God with your body.” 

• “Our body has not only been created by God and will one day 
be resurrected by him, but it has been bought by Christ’s blood 
and is indwelt by his Spirit. Thus it belongs to God three time 
over, by creation, redemption, and indwelling.” John R.W. Stott
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