
An Introduction to 

Congregational Singing

Back to the basics



What is congregational singing?

• What we have just done!

• Why do we do this?
– Expression of Praise and Worship (Psalm 95:-12)

– Developed Sense of Community and Unity (Colossians 3:16)

– Spiritual Engagement and Edification (Ephesians 5:19-20)

• Back to the basics….



IT’S COMPLICATED…



1 - The Lord Bless You and Keep You

PaperlessHymnal.com



1.

The spacious firmament on high,

With all the blue, ethereal sky,

And spangled heavens, a shining frame,

Their great Original proclaim:

The unwearied sun from day to day

Does his Creator's power display,

And publishes to every land

The work of an almighty hand.

1 – The Spacious Firmament on High

Words: Joseph Addison

Music: Franz J. Haydn PaperlessHymnal.com



1.

Well, I'm tired and so weary, but I must go along;

Till the Lord comes and calls me away, oh, yes;

Well, the morning is bright, and the Lamb is the Light;

And the night, night is as fair as the day, oh, yes.

PaperlessHymnal.com

1 - Peace in the Valley

Words &  Music: Thomas A. Dorsey

Copyright © 1939 (Renewed) Warner-Tamerlane Publishing Corp.

All rights Reserved. Used by permission of Alfred Publishing Co., Inc.
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c - Peace in the Valley



WHAT DOES THIS MEAN?



What is this called?

• A Staff

• Music is written on a staff



What are these lines?

E

C

A

F

• The SPACE spells FACE
• Every Good Boy Deserves Fudge 

E

G

B

D

F



Music Notes!



What Note Is This?

• A Whole Note

• Say: To-oo-oo-oo

• Count: 1-2-3-4



What Note Is This?

• A Half Note

• Say: To-oo

• Count: 1-2



What Note Is This?

• A Quarter Note

• Say: To

• Count: 1



What Note Is This?

• An Eighth Note

• Say: Ti



What Note Is This?

• A 1/128th Note

• Say: ?????



What are these lines?
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• The SPACE spells FACE
• Every Good Boy Deserves Fudge 

E

G

B

D
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Practice!



LEVEL 2



Who is this guy?



Or this guy?



Flats and Sharps!

• Sharpen it UP

• Flatten it DOWN



EMOTION



1. 

Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee,

God of glory, Lord of love;

Hearts unfold like flowers before Thee,

Opening to the sun above,

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness;

Drive the dark of doubt away;

Giver of immortal gladness, 

Fill us with the light of day!

1 - Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee

Words by: Henry van Dyke

Music by: Ludwig van Beethoven, Arranged by: Edward Hodges PaperlessHymnal.com



1 - Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee
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1.

Nearer, my God, to Thee, 

Nearer to Thee!

Even though it be a cross

That raiseth me;

Still all my song shall be,

Nearer, my God, to Thee, 

Nearer, my God, to Thee, 

Nearer to Thee.

1 - Nearer, My God, to Thee

Words by: Sarah F. Adams

Music by: Lowell Mason PaperlessHymnal.com



1 - Nearer, My God, to Thee
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EMOTION



WHERE DO I SING?



Bass



Tenor



Alto



Soprano



High Soprano



DO RE MI!



Do Re Mi!



Do Re Mi!



Do Re Mi!



Practice – God Is So Good



A Pitch Pipe



A Pitch Pipe



A Pitch Pipe

The Same note!



Finding your note



1.

When peace like a river attendeth my way,

When sorrows like sea billows roll;

Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say,

"It is well, it is well with my soul."

1 - It Is Well With My Soul

Words by: H. G. Spafford

Music by: P. P. Bliss PaperlessHymnal.com



1 - It Is Well With My Soul

PaperlessHymnal.com



It is well with my soul,

It is well, it is well with my soul.

c - It Is Well With My Soul

PaperlessHymnal.com
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