
STRENGTHENING 
THE CHURCH



Thank You
• For listening, thinking, & contemplating

• For being in prayer for our church

• For a willingness to be introspective

• Finally – For a soft heart that will allow the 
word of God to guide and change you
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Statistics

9 out of 10

Churches declining or 
growing at a pace 
slower than their 

community.

Generationally Builder

67%

Before 1946

Millennial

15%

1980 – 2000

Largest Gen 
Ever

Decline
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78%



What Happened?

Culture Godless Politics The Church
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The blame game



The Mirror
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The Church

What is it?
• Body

• Family

• Temple

• Kingdom

• Bride
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The Church

Body
• 1 Cor 12:27 - Now you 

are the body of 
Christ, and each one of 
you is a part of it.

• A living organism not an 
organization
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The Church

Body

• Made up of many members

• Romans 12:4-6 - For just as each of us 
has one body with many members, 
and these members do not all have the 
same function, 5so in Christ we, 
though many, form one body, and each 
member belongs to all the others. 6 We 
have different gifts, according to the 
grace given to each of us. 8

• Each member has a 
function

• Appreciate the function of 
the others



The Church

Body

• Growth from fulfillment

• Ephesians 4:15-16 - Instead, speaking 
the truth in love, we will grow to 
become in every respect the mature 
body of him who is the head, that is, 
Christ. 16 From him the whole body, 
joined and held together by every 
supporting ligament, grows and builds 
itself up in love, as each part does its 
work. 9

• Individually each of us 
must fulfill our function

• The “Weakest Link”



Loves Like a Family The Church

The Household of God

• 1 Timothy 3:15 - if I 
am delayed, you will 
know how people 
ought to conduct 
themselves in God’s 
household, which is 
the church of the 
living God, the pillar 
and foundation of 
the truth.

A strong family…

• Concern, Cares, Love

• 2 Thessalonians 1:3 -
We ought always to 
thank God for 
you, brothers and 
sisters, and rightly so, 
because your faith is 
growing more and 
more, and the love all 
of you have for one 
another is increasing.

A Sense of Family 
Requires

• Willingness to get to 
know one another

• Taking advantage of 
opportunities to 
spend time together
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Praises like a 
Temple

The Church
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God’s Temple

1 Corinthians 3:16

Don’t you know that you 
yourselves are God’s 
temple and that God’s Spirit 
dwells in your midst?
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The Church



God’s Priests

• 1 Peter 2:9 - But you are a 
chosen people, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, 
God’s special possession, 
that you may declare the 
praises of him who called 
you out of darkness into his 
wonderful light. 

• Sacrifices:

• Our bodies – Romans 12:1-2

• Our Praise – Hebrews 13:15

• Our doing good & Sharing 
Hebrews 13:16
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Submits Like a Kingdom

Kingdom of Christ

• Colossians 1:13 - For 
he has rescued us 
from the dominion of 
darkness and brought 
us into the 
kingdom of the Son 
he loves,

Submission

• Colossians 3:17 - And 
whatever you do, … 
do it all in the name 
of the Lord Jesus…

• Acts 2:36 -
“Therefore let all 
Israel be assured of 
this: God has made 
this Jesus, whom you 
crucified, both 
Lord and Messiah.”

Strength comes from

• Doing as He directs

• Following His 
commands
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The Church



Pure as a Bride
• Ephesians 5:25-29 - Husbands, 

love your wives, just as Christ 
loved the church and gave 
himself up for her to make her 
holy, cleansing her by the 
washing with water through 
the word, and to present her 
to himself as a radiant church, 
without stain or wrinkle or any 
other blemish, but holy and 
blameless. … After all, no one 
ever hated their own body, but 
they feed and care for their 
body, just as Christ does the 
church— 15

The Church



The Church

What is it?
• Body – Living Organism

• Family – Concern, Cares, & Loves

• Temple – God’s Spirit Dwells

• Kingdom - Submission

• Bride - Purity
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STRENGTHENING
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I WILL
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I WILL BE A 
FUNCTIONING 
MEMBER

THE CONCEPT OF AN INACTIVE 
CHURCH MEMBER IS AN OXYMORON.
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I WILL BE A UNIFIER
EPHESIANS 4:1-3 – “WALK WORTHY 
OF THE CALLING YOU HAVE 
RECEIVED, WITH ALL HUMILITY AND 
GENTLENESS, WITH PATIENCE, 
ACCEPTING ONE ANOTHER IN LOVE, 
DILIGENTLY KEEPING THE UNITY OF 
THE SPIRIT WITH THE PEACE THAT 
BINDS US.”
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I WILL NOT LET MY 
CHURCH BE ABOUT 
MY PREFERENCES & 
DESIRES

SERVANT X 57

SERVE X 58
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I WILL PRAY FOR MY 
CHURCH LEADERS
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I WILL LEAD MY 
FAMILY TO BE 
HEALTHY CHURCH 
MEMBERS
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I WILL TREASURE 
CHURCH
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NONE OF SELF AND 
ALL OF THEE
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O, the bitter pain and sorrow that a time could ever be, 
when I proudly said to Jesus, “All of self and None of Thee.”
Yet He found me; I beheld him bleeding on th’accursed tree,
And my wistful heart said faintly, “Some of self and some of Thee.”
Day by day His tender mercy healing, helping, full and free,
Bro’t me lower while I whispered “Less of self and more of Thee.”
Higher than the highest heavens, deeper than the deepest sea, 
Lord, Thy love at last has conquered “None of self, and all of Thee.”


