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HOW DOES GOD 

WANT US TO 

MANAGE THE 

FINANCIAL 

BLESSINGS HE HAS 

GIVEN US?



AMERICANS AND DEBT
• SNAPSHOT STATISTICS FOR AVERAGE AMERICAN DEBT 2020

• 80% of Americans have consumer debt.

• Americans have $15 Trillion in debt collectively. Which was $44,511 for every man, woman and child in 

the US in 2021.

• Mortgage debt is the biggest debt in America - with $9.44 trillion owed collectively.

• The average American household mortgage is $202,454.

• The average consumer debt is $45,383 excluding mortgages and student loans.

• People aged 45-54 have the greatest average debt when compared to other age groups, but they also 

earn the most money on average.

13% of Americans expect to be in debt for the rest of their lives.



•The cost of raising a child in America is around $250,000 from birth to age 18.

•Medical costs have increased 33% in the past 30 years, while income has only grown 

30%

•2 out of 10 Americans use at least 50% of their income to pay back what they owe.

•Only 1 in 3 Americans have a written budget

•Almost half of the families in the US live paycheck to paycheck

•19% of Americans have $0 set aside for an emergency
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• Americans love debt! 

• Generations in the past used to pay almost everything in cash and if you couldn’t pay 

for it in cash then you didn’t get it. 

• Sometimes this did cause hardship especially for medical treatment, but it also caused 

people to have discipline and learn delayed gratification.

• We now live in a disposable instant gratification world. We must have what we want 

now and if we don’t have the money for it, we will borrow for it and pay it back later, 

sometimes much later. 

• Christians are not immune to this mindset. 

• Romans 12:2 says, “Do not conform to the pattern of this world but be 

transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and 

approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.”



BIBLICAL TEACHINGS ON STEWARDSHIP

• Everything belongs to God

• 1 Chron 29:13-14 “Now, our God, we give thanks, and praise your glorious name. 

But who am I, and who are my people, that we should be able to give as 

generously as this? Everything comes from you, and we have given you only what 

comes from your hand.”

• Ps 24:1 “The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it, the world, and all who live in 

it.”

• 1 Cor. 6:20 “Once we become a Christian, we then also belong to God because we 

have been bought with a price.”

• Lk. 12:48 “But the one who does not know and does things deserving punishment 

will be beaten with few blows. From everyone who has been given much, much 

will be demanded; and from the one who has been entrusted with much, much will 

be asked.”



• Lk. 14:33 “In the same way, any of you who does not give up everything 

he has cannot be my disciple.”

• Mt. 20:1-8 workers are worthy of pay for their work

• Humanity has been given the responsibility of management of God’s 

creation

• Gen. 1:26 “Then God said, “let us make man in our image, in our likeness 

and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the 

livestock, over all the earth, and over the creatures that move along the 

ground.”

• Ps. 8:4-6 “What is man that you are mindful of him, the son of man that 

you care for him? You made him a little lower than the heavenly beings 

and crowned him with glory and honor. You made him ruler over the works 

of your hands, you put everything under his feet.”

• God obviously felt wealth issues are important. There are approximately 

2,350 verses in the Bible that address finances.



STEWARDS ARE REQUIRED TO BE FAITHFUL AND 
HONEST

• 1 Cor 4:2 “Now it is required that those who have been given a trust must prove 

faithful”

• Mt. 25:14-28 Here we see faithful and unfaithful servants.

• Lk. 16:1-2 “Jesus told his disciples: “ There was a rich man whose manager 

was accused of wasting his possessions. So, he called him in and asked him, 

What is this I hear about you? Give an account of your management, because 

you cannot be a manager any longer.”

• Lk. 16:3-10 The manager was commended by his master for his actions.

• We must not fall into the mindset of “what I think is best for me” in our actions. 

Whether is be spending, employment, etc.



STEWARDS MUST HAVE UNDIVIDED LOYALTY

•Mt. 6:24 “No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate 

the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one 

and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and 

money.”

•When we get ourselves into piles of debt, we are now 

committed to the lender and our devotion to God is divided.

•Money is a great servant but a poor master.



THE BURDEN OF BEING IN DEBT

• Prov. 22:7 “The rich rule over the poor, and the borrower is servant 

to the lender.” 

• Credit card companies were able to bring in $176 billion in 2020, despite the COVID-19 

pandemic.

• Average car payments in the U.S. increased year over year by double-digit percentages. The 

jumps were 11.8% for new vehicles, 18.2% for used vehicles and 15.4% for leased vehicles, 

putting average monthly car payments at $644, $488 and $531, respectively.

•Debt can be a form of slavery as the one indebted is controlled by 

the lender. 

• If your outflow exceeds your income, your upkeep will be your 

downfall.



HOW DO YOU GET OUT OF DEBT?

•Pray – this is not going to be accomplished without God in the 

equation.

•Prepare a budget – You must have a plan. Only 1 in 3 Americans 

have a written budget. If you fail to plan, you plan to fail.

• List everything that you owe – this allows itemizing the debt 

repayment.

• Inventory all that you own – (house, car, possessions etc.) this 

helps identify if you have excess/unnecessary items.

•Establish a debt repayment schedule – this is necessary to achieve 

victories along the way. (More on this later)



DEVELOPING A BUDGET
• Income – this is what is available after taxes are deducted

•Step 1: List Your Income

•Step 2: List Your Expenses

•Step 3: Subtract Your Expenses from Income

•Step 4: Track Your Transactions

•Step 5: Make a New Budget Before Each Month Begins

•Your budget needs to equal $0 every month. All monies coming in 

will go somewhere—every dollar has a place. The goal is for 

some of the money to go into savings (more on this later).



Expense Categories

Church contributions – this must be planned and needs to be the first 

item -remember, everything already belongs to God.

Groceries

Utilities – light, gas, water, garbage and sewer

Housing – rent or mortgage payments

Insurance – life, homeowners or renters, health, car

Debt payments – Consumer debt, these are debts like all others and 

should be paid.

Employment related – necessary for earning an income

Vehicle expenses – fuel, maintenance, repairs (car payment above)

Clothing – work related, not necessarily all clothing

Lunches – when you cannot bring lunch from home

Other Household expenses – repairs, maintenance, lawn care, etc.

Luxuries – recreation (Netflix, movies,  etc. ), dining out, vacations



THESE ARE THE STEPS TO GET OUT OF 
DEBT.

• 1. Start an Emergency Cash fund of $1,000 

• Try to save $1,000 as fast as you can. This fund will cover those unexpected 

life events you can't plan for. Unfortunately, there are plenty of them. You 

don’t want to go deeper in debt while you’re trying to work your way out of 

debt! How do you do this quickly?

• 2. Start on a plan to pay off all other debts before your house.

• Pay off your cars, the credit cards and the student loans. List all your debts 

except for your mortgage and put them in order by balance from smallest to 

largest—and list interest rate for each. If one is significantly lower balance 

than all others, pay that one first regardless. If balances are all similar, pay 

the one with the highest interest rate. Attack that one with a vengeance. 

Once it's gone, repeat the process making minimum payments on the rest. 

This is the way you build momentum with small wins along the way.



• 3. Save 3-6 months of expenses in a Murphy’s Law emergency fund.

• Once you paid off your debt don’t slow down now. Take that money you were paying on your 

debt and build a fully funded emergency fund that covers 3–6 months of your expenses. This 

will protect you against life’s bigger surprises, like the loss of a job or your car breaking 

down, without slipping back into debt.

• Americans are not great at saving, U.S households save only 2.4% of disposable income 

(income after taxes), whereas the average family in China saves 37% of its disposable 

income.

• An American family making $50,000 a year after taxes saves only $1,200. The average family 

in China saves $18,500 in comparison.

• 4. Since your debt is paid off now you can fund these things instead of servicing debt:

• Invest 15% (minimum) of household income for retirement

• Save for your children’s college

• ‘I don’t need  this job’ fund

• Pay off your house early

• Build wealth and give or legacy building



HOW DO YOU GET OUT OF DEBT (2)

• Consider earning additional income to speed up the debt repayment schedule –

this can be very helpful. If you have a big hole of debt, you may need a bigger 

shovel.

• Control the use of credit cards – NEVER pay less than the full balance each month. 

If you cannot afford to pay them off, you could not afford to use them in the first 

place. You might have to have plastic surgery and cut them up.

• Learn to be content with what you have – most likely a major, if not THE reason 

you are in this problem is from the need for immediate gratification when you 

could not afford the item(s) that got you into debt in the first place.



DEBIT OR CREDIT CARDS
PROS AND CONS

• Debit Cards Credit Cards

• PROS PROS

• 1. Interest-free, no annual fees 1. Short-term financing option

• 2. Can help with budgeting 2. Strong fraud protection

• 3. Convenient and widely accepted 3. May provide cashbacks

• CONS CONS

• 1. Possible overdraft fees 1. Danger of overspending

• 2. Limited fraud protection 2. Late payment fees

• 3. Spending limit depends on balance 3. Interest payments



CREDIT SCORE
• A credit score is a number from 300 to 850 that rates a 

consumer’s creditworthiness. The higher the score, the better a borrower looks 

to potential lenders.

• A credit score is based on credit history: number of open accounts, total levels 

of debt, repayment history, and other factors. Lenders use credit scores to 

evaluate the probability that an individual will repay loans in a timely manner.

• Your credit score is not a reflection of your overall finances. If I gave you a 

million dollars to put in your bank account, it wouldn’t affect your credit score. 

It is a measure of how you handle debt. Not having a credit score (if you use 

cash for everything) means you are invisible to the credit bureaus because they 

don’t have enough data about you to give you a credit score. But not having a 

credit score can be problematic. 

• You’ll have to pay deposits for virtually everything.

• It will be more difficult to get a mortgage. You can get a mortgage with no credit 

score through a process called manual underwriting, but it is often a longer 

approval process with more documentation required.

• Travel can be challenging without a credit card.

https://www.investopedia.com/terms/c/credit-worthiness.asp
https://www.investopedia.com/terms/l/lender.asp
https://www.investopedia.com/terms/c/credit-history.asp
https://www.investopedia.com/terms/d/debt.asp
https://www.investopedia.com/terms/r/repayment.asp


HOW TO GET OUT OF DEBT (3)

• Consider whether you need a radical change in lifestyle – this may 

be necessary and could be the only way you are going to be able to 

dig out from under the problem that has been created.

• DO NOT GIVE UP – there could be (and likely will be) setbacks along 

the way, but a lack of commitment on your part will certainly set you 

up for failure. Getting out of debt IS POSSIBLE!

• Seek help to guide you through this radical life change.

• Prov. 12:15 “The way of a fool seems right to him, but a wise man 

listens to advice.”



IMPORTANCE OF THE WILLINGNESS TO ACCEPT 
COUNSEL AND ADVICE

• Prov. 19:20 “Listen to advice and accept instruction, and in the end you 

will be wise.”

• Prov. 15:22 “Plans fail for lack of counsel, but with many advisers, 

they succeed.”

• Isa. 9:6 “Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince 

of Peace.”

• Ps. 32:8 “I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go, I 

will counsel you and watch over you.”



DEALING WITH OTHERS

•Lev. 19:11 “Do not steal, do not lie, do not deceive one another.”

•Prov. 20:23 “The Lord detests differing weights, and dishonest 

scales do not please him.”

•How do we maintain our honesty?

•Do unto others as you would want them to do unto you

•Do not associate with dishonest people as they will corrupt 

your mindset and actions.



GIVING
• Be a regular, generous giver. If we are giving to others, we are far less likely to be tempted 

to be dishonest in our actions. 

• Acts 20:35 “It is more blessed to give than to receive.”

• 2 Cor. 9:7 “Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or 

under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”

• Mt. 6:21 “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”

• Mt. 6:20 “But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven where moth and rust do not 

destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal.”

• Prov. 11:25 “A generous man will prosper; he who refreshes others will himself be 

refreshed.”

• 2 Cor. 9:6 “Remember this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever 

sows generously will also reap generously.”



HOW DO WE DETERMINE HOW MUCH TO GIVE?

•Mal. 3:8-9 “Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me. But 

you ask, “How do we rob you?” “In tithes and offerings. 

You are under a curse – the whole nation of you because 

you are robbing me.”

•With the primary tithe and then the additional sacrificial 

offerings throughout the year, the Israelites were 

instructed to give well more than 10% of all their crops 

and wealth back to God each year.



HOW CAN WE IMPROVE OUR GIVING?

• Remember first, EVERYTHING belongs to God already.

• Budget our spending AFTER purposing in our hearts what our giving will 

be.

• Purpose to increase our giving every year. We may start off smaller, but 

with purpose, we can grow our giving.

• Do not fall to the world view of “I deserve this, I earned this, I want this”. 

This mindset is stinking thinking.

• 1 Cor. 16:2 “On the first day of every week, each one of you should set 

aside a sum of money in keeping with his income, saving it up, so that 

when I come no collections will have to be made.”



STEWARDSHIP IN OUR EMPLOYMENT

• Col. 3:23-24 “Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working 

for the Lord, not for men. Since you know that you will receive an 

inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving.”

• Gen. 2:15 “The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to 

work it and take care of it.”

• Ex. 34:21 “Six days you shall labor, but on the seventh day you shall rest; 

even during the plowing season and harvest you must rest.”

• 2 Thess. 3:10 “For even when we were with you, we gave you this rule: If a 

man will not work, he shall not eat.”



STEWARDSHIP IN OUR EMPLOYMENT (2)

• Prov. 18:9 “One who is slack in his work is brother to one who destroys.”

• 1 Pet. 2:18 “(Slaves) Employees, submit yourselves to your (masters) 

employers with all respect, not only to those who are good and considerate, 

but also to those who are harsh.”

• God is telling us to be:

• Exemplary employees in character, work ethic and lack of 

gamesmanship

• Give our all to our employers and do not short-change on effort or 

output

• Honor our commitments. If the employment contract was good enough 

when it was signed, then honor it to completion before renegotiating.



STEWARDSHIP IN INVESTING

• Prov. 21:5 “The plans of the diligent lead to profit as surely as haste 

leads to poverty.”

• 1 Tim. 6:10 “For the love of money is the root of all kinds of evil. 

Some people eager for money, have wandered from the faith and 

pierced themselves with many griefs.”

• 1 Tim. 5:8 “If anyone does not provide for his relatives, and 

especially for his immediate family, he has denied the faith and is 

worse than an unbeliever.”



REASON FOR NOT INVESTING

•Avoid the temptation of get rich quick schemes. If it seems 

too good to be true, it very well could be.

•1 Tim. 6:9 “People who want to get rich fall into 

temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful 

desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction.”

•Lk. 4:5-7 Avoid the temptation to become rich as Jesus 

taught us in this passage.



SO WHY DO WE INVEST?

• Financial Freedom:

• To be able to retire without having to rely on others for our basic needs. 

• To be financially free to serve the Lord. When we are no longer 

dependent on our salary, we can have more time to commit to serving 

the Lord’s kingdom.

• If our desire has always been to own or start a business, having an 

investment nest egg can enable realizing that dream easier than going 

into debt for the business.

•We must avoid the temptation to become rich quick, rather we must have 

the pursuit of godliness.



SO WHY DO WE INVEST (2)

• Phil. 4:11-13 We must maintain perspective. Godly people can come 

from any economic strata. God evaluates the heart, not the wealth of 

the person. 

• 1 Tim. 6:8 Learn to be content.

• Ex. 20:17 We must not covet things that others have. This is a form of 

idolatry.

• Do not set your lifestyle to those of others. First, their overall situation 

could be very different than yours financially. Young people often go 

into debt and unwittingly submit themselves to the god of debt.



EXAMPLES

•How do we live more in line with God’s desire for us 

financially? 

•Rom. 12:2 “Do not conform any longer to the pattern 

of this world but be transformed by the renewing of 

your mind. Then you will be able to test and 

approve what God’s will is – his good , pleasing and 

perfect will.”



EXAMPLES
•We must try to live more simply. Every possession takes time and 

usually money to maintain. A simple, quiet, uncluttered life is the best 

way for us to have the time we can invest in nurturing our 

relationships with family and God.

• There are people that have purchased large, expensive homes and they 

“rope off” stairways to the upstairs because they are not furnished due 

to them not having the money to furnish all the rooms. This means they 

are paying property taxes, maintenance and ongoing utilities for more 

house than they can use because of no furnishings, yet they have that 

burden and debt that will stay with them for many years.



EXAMPLES
•Mk. 8:36 “What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, yet 

forfeit his soul?”

• Politicians are required to report certain things, and the press is 

usually very good at pulling all this information for publication. I have 

seen statements from politicians who, by the world standards may 

appear to have “made it” but they give nothing back to charity and 

they often conduct themselves clearly in opposition to God’s will. But 

they may be popular and viewed by those around them as having 

“made it”. God does not consider this to be the case.



EXAMPLES
• Ps. 49:16-17 “Do not be overawed when a man grows rich, when the splendor of his house 

increases; for he will take nothing with him when he dies, his splendor will not descend with 

him.”

• I know a couple who told me the story of buying some land when they were starting their 

family,  they made the payments diligently and when they retired, they were able to harvest 

timber and provide some of their retirement needs. Then, the forester offered them a significant 

sum to purchase the property. This was unexpected, but they took the funds and established a 

charitable remainder trust benefitting a Christian children’s home at the time all benefactors of 

the trust have passed away. This is a very good use of God’s blessings being used to His glory 

(legacy building).

• There are many people who have been greatly blessed that the world would not consider 

wealthy. They share what they have liberally with others as a way of life, many times all of this 

is done with no earthly fanfare, as they are making investments in heaven.



EXAMPLES
• If you found out tomorrow you were out of work, would that immediately 

place you into financial distress or do you have reserves to help you through 

a time of looking for new employment?

• I have unwillingly been placed into the job search pool twice in my career. 

Both times due to my being unwilling to do things that went against my 

ethics and training. Both times Pat was at home so there was no income 

stream available, just reserves that we had. Neither time were we placed in 

financial distress. Both times my replacement income was greatly reduced 

from what I was making but we did not need to make any major changes to 

our living standards because we have always strived to live below our 

income.



COMPLETE CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP

• Ps. 8:4-8 We are to live responsible and accountable lives before God

• 1 Pet. 1:16 for it is written: Be holy, because I am holy.

• Eph. 5:15-17 We are to be diligent, efficient and focused.

• Rom. 12:5-8 and 1 Cor. 12:7-11 We are to find our skills, gifts, and talents and use 

them to God’s glory.

• We are ultimately being tested by how we handle the material possessions of this 

life, which demonstrates our attitude toward and relationship to these material 

items, revealing our true priorities and sense of value and commitments. 

• Often many Christians only think of giving when the stewardship of our material 

possessions is talked about. Christians may encounter struggles financially as a 

result of their overall negative view of stewardship in general. The scriptures cover 

every aspect of personal finance.


