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▪ The people of God were on Nehemiah’s heart.

▪ The God of heaven was Nehemiah’s focus.

▪ Brief Outline

▪ Chapters 1-7 focus on the rebuilding of the walls of Jerusalem and 
when the walls were finished, on the administration and 
repopulation of Jerusalem.

▪ Chapters 8-10 focus on the spiritual needs of the people.

▪ Chapters 11-13 return the focus to counting people and 
repopulating Jerusalem.

▪ Rebuilding the city involves rebuilt walls, reconstituted 
administration and restoring the population’s relationship with 
God.
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▪ Nehemiah 1:2–4; 2 that Hanani, one of my brothers, 
came with certain men from Judah. And I asked them 
concerning the Jews who escaped, who had survived 
the exile, and concerning Jerusalem. 3 And they said 
to me, “The remnant there in the province who had 
survived the exile is in great trouble and shame. The 
wall of Jerusalem is broken down, and its gates are 
destroyed by fire.” 4 As soon as I heard these words I 
sat down and wept and mourned for days, and I 
continued fasting and praying before the God of 
heaven.
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▪ A Renewed Appetite for God’s Word

▪ A Respectful Attitude toward God

▪ A Radical Application of Biblical Truth

▪ Appropriate Sorrow over Sin

▪ An Attitude of Obedience and Joy
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▪ Nehemiah 8:1–3; And all the people gathered as one 
man into the square before the Water Gate. And they 
told Ezra the scribe to bring the Book of the Law of 
Moses that the LORD had commanded Israel. 2 So Ezra 
the priest brought the Law before the assembly, both 
men and women and all who could understand what 
they heard, on the first day of the seventh month. 
3 And he read from it facing the square before the 
Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the 
presence of the men and the women and those who 
could understand. And the ears of all the people 
were attentive to the Book of the Law. 
▪ “All the people gathered as one man…” (v1).

▪ “They told Ezra the scribe to bring the Book of the Law of 
Moses…” (v1).

▪ “All the ears of all the people were attentive to the Book of 
the Law.” (v3).
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▪ Nehemiah 8:4–6; And Ezra the scribe stood on a 
wooden platform that they had made for the 
purpose. And beside him stood Mattithiah, Shema, 
Anaiah, Uriah, Hilkiah, and Maaseiah on his right 
hand, and Pedaiah, Mishael, Malchijah, Hashum, 
Hashbaddanah, Zechariah, and Meshullam on his left 
hand. 5 And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all 
the people, for he was above all the people, and as 
he opened it all the people stood. 6 And Ezra blessed 
the LORD, the great God, and all the people 
answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up their hands. And 
they bowed their heads and worshiped the LORD with 
their faces to the ground. 
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▪ The Persons who declared the word to the people
▪ Nehemiah 8:2; “So Ezra the priest brought the Law before the 

assembly, …”

▪ Nehemiah 8:9; And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the 
priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the people said to all 
the people, “This day is holy to the LORD your God; do not mourn or 
weep.” For all the people wept as they heard the words of the Law. 

▪ Ezra:
▪ Lead the reading

▪ Was a priest and scribe

▪ He prepared himself for this responsibility (See next slide).

▪ Levites
▪ Accepted the responsibility to teach.
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▪ Ezra 7:10; For Ezra had set his heart to study the Law of the 
LORD, and to do it and to teach his statutes and rules in Israel. 

▪ He made sure his heart was right.

▪ He studied the Law of the Lord.

▪ To do it.

▪ And to teach his statutes and rules in Israel.
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▪ The reading of the Word to the people by Ezra began on the 
first day of the seventh month (v. 2) (corresponds to our 
October), but it did not end on that first day.

▪ Nehemiah 8:13; On the second day the heads of fathers’ houses 
of all the people, with the priests and the Levites, came 
together to Ezra the scribe in order to study the words of the 
Law. 

▪ During the week long Feast of Tabernacles (starts in the middle 
of the month) he read the word to the people.

▪ Nehemiah 8:18; And day by day, from the first day to the last day, he 
read from the Book of the Law of God. They kept the feast seven 
days, and on the eighth day there was a solemn assembly, 
according to the rule. 
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▪ Nehemiah 8:7–8; “Also Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, 
Shabbethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, 
Pelaiah, the Levites, helped the people to understand the Law, 
while the people remained in their places. 8 They read from the 
book, from the Law of God, clearly, and they gave the sense, so 
that the people understood the reading.”

▪ Ezra had some good Bible teachers among his fellow priests 
and Levites who helped him with this work of proclaiming the 
Word of God. 

▪ They rendered the invaluable service of teaching the people.
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▪ Nehemiah 8:9–12

▪
9 And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and 
scribe, and the Levites who taught the people said to all the 
people, “This day is holy to the LORD your God; do not mourn or 
weep.” For all the people wept as they heard the words of the 
Law. 10 Then he said to them, “Go your way. Eat the fat and drink 
sweet wine and send portions to anyone who has nothing ready, 
for this day is holy to our Lord. And do not be grieved, for the 
joy of the LORD is your strength.” 11 So the Levites calmed all 
the people, saying, “Be quiet, for this day is holy; do not be 
grieved.” 12 And all the people went their way to eat and drink 
and to send portions and to make great rejoicing, because they 
had understood the words that were declared to them. 
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▪ Nehemiah 8:9; “… For all the people wept as they heard the 
words of the Law.”

▪ The Word that was read to them brought about conviction of sin.
▪ As a nation, they had followed idols and were punished with 

captivity for it.

▪ As a nation, they could see that the city and temple had lost much of 
its glory.

▪ As individuals, they heard the commands to live a holy life every 
minute of every day and no doubt some wondered how hard would 
that be and could they live up to God’s holy word.

▪ The sorrow of the people revealed true repentance.
▪ 2 Corinthians 7:10; “For godly grief produces a repentance that 

leads to salvation without regret, whereas worldly grief produces 
death.”
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▪ Nehemiah 8:9; And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra 
the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the people 
said to all the people, “This day is holy to the LORD your God; do 
not mourn or weep.” For all the people wept as they heard the 
words of the Law. 

▪ Nehemiah 8:11; So the Levites calmed all the people, saying, 
“Be quiet, for this day is holy; do not be grieved.” 

▪ The command not to mourn or weep was not to condemn 
“godly grief.”

▪ The people were mourning during a God-given feast day 
(Feast of Trumpets) which was to be a time of rejoicing.

▪ There is a time to be mourn and a time to rejoice.
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▪ Nehemiah 8:10; Then he said to them, “Go your way. Eat the fat 
and drink sweet wine and send portions to anyone who has 
nothing ready, for this day is holy to our Lord. And do not be 
grieved, for the joy of the LORD is your strength.”

▪ The joy of the Lord is very different from the joy of the world.

▪ Paul tied together the word of the Lord and the joy of the Holy 
Spirit.
▪ 1 Thessalonians 1:6; And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, 

for you received the word in much affliction, with the joy of the Holy 
Spirit, 

▪ The Hebrew word translated “strength” means “protection.”

▪ The secret of joy is to believe what God says in His Word and 
act upon it.
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▪ Nehemiah 8:10; Then he said to them, “Go your way. Eat the fat 
and drink sweet wine and send portions to anyone who has 
nothing ready, for this day is holy to our Lord. And do not be 
grieved, for the joy of the LORD is your strength.” 

▪ Nehemiah 8:12; And all the people went their way to eat and 
drink and to send portions and to make great rejoicing, 
because they had understood the words that were declared to 
them. 

▪ Nehemiah and others who exhorted the people to rejoice and 
not mourn emphasized the character of this joy by instructing 
the people to use this joy from the Word to inspire giving gifts 
to the needy.
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▪ Nehemiah 8:14; “And they found it written in the Law that the 
LORD had commanded by Moses that the people of Israel 
should dwell in booths during the feast of the seventh month.”

▪ This duty was a commemorative act in that it observed the time 
when the Israelites lived in the wilderness and had to dwell in tents 
when Moses was leading them from Egypt to Israel.

▪ Nehemiah 8:17; And all the assembly of those who had 
returned from the captivity made booths and lived in the 
booths, for from the days of Jeshua the son of Nun to that day 
the people of Israel had not done so. And there was very great 
rejoicing.

▪ There should always be “very great rejoicing” when we find and 
obey the duties of God.
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▪ Nehemiah 8:18; “And day by day, from the first day to the last 
day, he read from the Book of the Law of God. They kept the 
feast seven days, and on the eighth day there was a solemn 
assembly, according to the rule.”

▪ Their celebrating of the Feast of Tabernacles did not take them 
away from their devotion to the Word.
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