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According to God
and the Founders…

✓ Purpose of Government?
✓ “Unalienable rights”?
✓ What Law for the nation?
✓ Qualifications for leaders?

✓ Purpose of taxation?
✓ Socialism?
✓ Welfare?
✓ God’s Definition of “poor”?
✓ Government definition of “poor”?
✓ Illegal immigration?
✓ Treatment of “native” Americans?



Recent Books



Blessed
is the Nation



We discovered that the purpose of 
government is to protect citizens from 
criminals within and enemies without, 
enabling them to pursue a virtuous life.

John Jay: 
“domestic and 

foreign 
aggressions”

Be reminded…



God invested us with “unalienable 
rights,” and it is the purpose of 

government to protect
and secure those rights.

But what are those “unalienable rights” 
given to us by God and God alone?

Be reminded…



Life—God gave you life; neither you nor the government can take 
that life, except under conditions the Creator gives by which it 
might be done by duly constituted authority (Acts 17:25; Job 12:10; 
Isa. 42:5; Dan. 5:23).

Unalienable Rights: IDENTIFIED

Liberty—Freedom to make own decisions, control own actions, 
exercise own volition, change situations, move wherever one 
desires to move (under constraints of law)—FREE WILL (Deut. 
30:19; Josh. 24:15; Ezek. 18:4ff.; 1 Cor. 9:17; Rev. 22:17).

Pursuit of Happiness—Right to pursue one’s own advantage and 
enjoyment (within moral limits), including selection of vocation, 
profession, trade, or business (Josh. 1:15; Ps. 128:2; Ecc. 2:24; 3:13; 
5:18; 1 Tim. 6:17).



Private Property—Acquired by one’s own lawful, moral labor 
(Gen. 2:15; 3:17-19; Ecc. 3:13; Eph. 4:28; Acts 5:4).

Right to Worship—Pursue Christianity and worship God 
according to own understanding of the Bible—as long as not 
harmful or immoral (Deut. 6:13; Matt. 4:10; 2 Kgs. 17:36; 1 Chr. 
16:29; Ps. 96:9; Jn. 4:23; Rev. 22:9).

The Right to Worship extends to all 
religions as long as nothing is 
practiced that is immoral (by 

Christian standards), or harmful to 
other citizens, or an attempt to 

overthrow the government.

Unalienable Rights: IDENTIFIED



Private Property—Acquired by one’s own lawful, moral labor 
(Gen. 2:15; 3:17-19; Ecc. 3:13; Eph. 4:28; Acts 5:4).

IDENTIFIED

Right to Worship—Pursue Christianity and worship God 
according to own understanding of the Bible—as long as not 
harmful or immoral (Deut. 6:13; Matt. 4:10; 2 Kgs. 17:36; 1 Chr. 
16:29; Ps. 96:9; Jn. 4:23; Rev. 22:9).

Self-Preservation—The right to keep & bear arms to defend/ 
protect self, family, and property (Ex. 22:2; Matt. 24:43; James 2:8).

Unalienable Rights:



“And that the said Constitution be 
never construed to authorize 
Congress to infringe the just liberty 
of the press, or the rights of 
conscience; or to prevent the people 
of the United States, who are 
peaceable citizens, from keeping 
their own arms; or to raise standing 
armies, unless necessary for the 
defense of the United States, or of 
some one or more of them; or to 
prevent the people from petitioning, 
in a peaceable and orderly manner, 
the federal legislature, for a redress 
of grievances; or to subject the 
people to unreasonable searches and 
seizures of their persons, papers or 
possessions.”

Debates of the Massachusetts
Convention of 1788

1722-1803
Father of the American Revolution 

Signer of the Declaration

Samuel Adams



“I ask, Sir, what is 
the militia? It is 

the whole people. 
To disarm the 

people is the best 
and most effectual 

way to enslave 
them.”

Speech During Virginia’s 
Convention to Ratify the 

Constitution, 1788.

American patriot, statesman, 

delegate from Virginia to the 

Constitutional Convention. 

“Father of the Bill of Rights”

GEORGE MASON

//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/bb/George_Mason_portrait.jpg


“The ultimate authority...
resides in the people
alone.... The advantage of
being armed, which the
Americans possess over
the people of almost every
other nation... forms a
barrier against the enter-
prises of ambition.”

No. 46, 1788

Federalist Papers

James Madison
1751 – 1836

defense of a free country...." (James Madison, I Annals of Congress 434 [June 8, 1789])

//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/1d/James_Madison.jpg


Gun control is like 

trying to reduce drunk 

driving by making it 

tougher for sober 

people to own cars.



Does the Bible teach 

that God endorses the 

idea of defensive 

response to aggressive 

misdeeds?

Self-Preservation



Genesis 14:14-20

“Now when Abram heard that his brother was taken captive,
he armed his three hundred and eighteen trained servants
who were born in his own house, and went in pursuit as far as
Dan. He divided his forces against them by night, and he and
his servants attacked them and pursued them as far as
Hobah, which is north of Damascus. So he brought back all
the goods, and also brought back his brother Lot and his
goods, as well as the women and the people…. Then
Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine; he
was the priest of God Most High. And he blessed him and
said: ‘Blessed be Abram of God Most High, Possessor of
heaven and earth; and blessed be God Most High, Who has
delivered your enemies into your hand.’ And he gave him a
tithe of all.”

Was God pleased with Abraham’s self-

defensive—but violent—response to 

the aggressors?



Exodus 22:2-3

“If the thief is found breaking in, and he is 
struck so that he dies, there shall be no guilt for 
his bloodshed. If the sun has risen on him, there 

shall be guilt for his bloodshed.”

Since at night, one would be unable to determine the 
intentions of the intruder—whether a murderer or 
merely a thief—killing him would be an act of self-
defense/protection of own home, and therefore legal 
and moral—in God’s sight. No trial/investigation 
necessary. You are considered not guilty of murder.

In the second scenario, a trial/investigation would 
have to be held to ascertain guilt/innocence, i.e., 
whether it was self-defense, manslaughter, or 
premeditated murder.



Nehemiah 4:13-14

“Therefore I positioned men behind the lower parts of the 
wall, at the openings; and I set the people according to 
their families, with their swords, their spears, and their 
bows. And I looked, and arose and said to the nobles, to 

the leaders, and to the rest of the people, ‘Do not be afraid 
of them. Remember the Lord, great and awesome, and 
fight for your brethren, your sons, your daughters, your 

wives, and your houses.’”

When Nehemiah sought to rebuild Jerusalem in the 
face of vigilante attacks from tribal neighbors…



Nehemiah 4:15-20

“And it happened, when our enemies heard that it was known to us, and that God 
had brought their plot to nothing, that all of us returned to the wall, everyone to 

his work. So it was, from that time on, that half of my servants worked at 
construction, while the other half held the spears, the shields, the bows, and wore 
armor; and the leaders were behind all the house of Judah. Those who built on the 

wall, and those who carried burdens, loaded themselves so that with one hand 
they worked at construction, and with the other held a weapon. Every one of the 

builders had his sword girded at his side as he built. And the one who sounded the 
trumpet was beside me. Then I said to the nobles, the rulers, and the rest of the 

people, ‘The work is great and extensive, and we are separated far from one 
another on the wall. Wherever you hear the sound of the trumpet, rally to us 

there. Our God will fight for us.’”

When Nehemiah sought to rebuild Jerusalem in the 
face of vigilante attacks from tribal neighbors…



John 18:36

“Jesus answered, ‘My kingdom is not of this world. If My 
kingdom were of this world, My servants would fight, so 
that I should not be delivered to the Jews; but now My 

kingdom is not from here.’” 

Jesus’ implied approval of fighting 
under certain circumstances.

➢ For years I thought we ought not to have anything to 
do with physical conflict since we’re in the kingdom.

➢ But He meant we’re not going to use violence or 
coercion to defend the kingdom.

➢ But if we’re talking about a national setting: “my 
servants would fight”—having every right to do so to 
keep me from being delivered to the Jews.

➢What’s going on here is not the establishment of a 
physical kingdom—if such were the case, indeed, my 
servants would rightly fight.



Life
Liberty
Pursuit of Happiness
Private Property
Family Relations
Right to Worship
Self-Preservation

Unalienable Rights: IDENTIFIED



Healthcare

Education

Employment/job

Relief from natural

disasters

Salary/Economic

security

Intellect/Intelligence

NOT Unalienable Rights:
A mate

Children

School supplies

Clothing

Transportation

Food

House/Shelter

Utilities

Cell phone

A “right” is not same as something you desire, want, or need.

None of these 
pertain to the 

role of the federal 
government.



What about 
the role of 
government 

regarding 
collecting 

taxes?



If the purpose of Government is to 
protect the people and secure

their God-given, unalienable rights,
then the government should not devote 
itself to infringing on the property and 

lawful activities of the people.

Both the Founders and the Bible 
indicate that government intrusion 
must be kept to a minimum so that 

each citizen can live his/her life 
before God without interference.



The more power the 
people entrust to the 

government, the more the 
government will encroach 

on personal liberty by 
taxing, controlling, and 

regulating personal 
behavior. 

1 Samuel 8 = When Israel clamored for more 
government—a king—God warned them that government 
intrusion and tyranny would be the result.



The Founders recognized the need to collect taxes 

from the people in order to carry out the role of 

government.
But they did not want anymore 

collected than was necessary to 

accomplish that very limited role.

They would be shocked and 

very displeased that the role of 

government has been expanded 

far beyond their intentions, and 

that the government was 

extracting such a high 

percentage of tax from citizens.

They would be particularly dismayed at the redistribution 

of property inherent in the welfare/entitlement program.

They would be 

incredulous that 

we would

stand for it.



Remember that their view of “natural rights” 
given by God was that a man’s property—the 
fruit of his own labors—was not to be taken 
from him except by his consent.

Do you feel the IRS is extracting 
too much of your money from 

you without your consent?

Do you feel the government is using 

your money for illicit purposes for which 

you have not given your consent?

Q

U

E

S

T

I

O

N



When our government (and 

citizens) follow unbiblical 

(covetous), economic principles 

for 4-5 decades, we should fully 

expect to stand on

the brink of economic

catastrophe and ruin.
ARE

WE?



When elected officials think their
role is to be money-changers,
extracting taxes from those who
work, in order to redistribute those
funds to those who solicit them,
we should fully expect government
to become a bloated, debt-ridden,
thicket of

economic
confusion. IS IT?



If the central purpose of government 

is to protect citizens from both 

foreign and domestic thugs, 

enabling citizens to live free to 

pursue noble goals…

…then the purpose of 

government is not the extraction 

of monies from some citizens to

redistribute to others. 



The central purpose of government today 

has shifted from securing the rights of 

citizens and protecting them from both 

foreign and domestic threats, enabling 

citizens to live free to pursue noble 

goals……to how tax monies are to be spent.

Hence, a host of people are in line

to get their piece of the pie.

Even Christians vote for those who will 

advance their economic concerns.  



But no government (nor church) has a 

right to exist if it does not conform 

itself to God’s arrangement and the 

purpose He stipulates.

A government is authorized by 

God only if it conforms to biblical 

principles—morally, economically, 

judicially, legislatively, and 

executively.  



What so many Americans no longer know or understand 

is that the reason America has been so economically 

prosperous is that the Republic was built on the 

economic principles inherent in a Christian nation!

As we lose our Christianity, we should

expect to see more poverty.
Why?

Because widespread observance 

of Christian principles was what 

enabled us to maintain:

❖ The Christian work ethic

❖ Concern for the aged/infirmed

❖ Local charitable organizations

❖God’s favor

Are we 

losing these?



Without Christianity as the glue to hold together 

civil society, what are the alternatives?

Socialism, Communism, Fascism, 

Monarchy, etc.?

The current, popular trend 

in America is toward 

Socialism/Marxism.



A way of organizing a society in which major industries 
are owned and controlled by the government rather 
than by individual people and companies.

Socialism
1. Any of various economic and political theories 

advocating collective or governmental ownership    
and administration of the means of production        
and distribution of goods.

2 a:  A system of society or group living in which there is
no private property.

b:  A system or condition of society in which the means
of production are owned and controlled by the state.

3. A stage of society in Marxist theory transitional
between capitalism and communism, and
distinguished by unequal distribution of goods
and pay according to work done.



“The verdict is in, and contrary to 
what socialists say, capitalism, with all 
its warts, is the preferred economic 
system to bring the masses out of 
poverty and to make them productive 
citizens in our country and in countries 
around the world. 
Remember: Capitalism rewards 
merit, socialism rewards mediocrity.”

Socialism

Chuck Lehmann (2020), The Sun Sentinel, |

July24, https://www.sun-sentinel.com/community/delray-sun/fl

socialism-20200724-74moayvxnnhfdb6giibxwwxf64-story.html



What countries in our lifetime are 
the premiere Socialist nations on 
Earth?

Cuba, Venezuela, Vietnam, North 
Korea, China, Bolivia, et al.

Cuba
✓ Mostly state-run economy
✓ Universal healthcare
✓ Government-paid education

at all levels
✓ Numerous social programs

As of 2014, 1.2 million Cubans (about 10% 

of the population) left the island for the U.S.

Redistribution
of

Wealth!





Recall Jesus’ remark in the Parable of the 
11th Hour Workers—

“Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you 
not agree with me for a denarius? Take 
what is yours and go your way. I wish to 
give to this last man the same as to you.
Is it not lawful for me to do what I wish 
with my own things?” (Matthew 20:13-15).



“The theory of the 
Communists may 
be summed up in 
the single sentence: 
Abolition of private 
property.”



Alicia Garza,
Patrisse Cullors

Opal Tometi 
Founders of 
Black Lives 

Matter

In an interview, Patrisse Cullors said
two of the three are “queer,” and that:

“We actually do have an ideological frame. Myself 
and Alicia in particular, are trained organizers. 
We are trained Marxists. We are super versed on 
ideological theories.”



British Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher’s crusade against socialism was 
not merely about economic efficiency and 
prosperity, but that above all, “it was that 
socialism itself—in all its incarnations, 
wherever and however it was applied—
was morally corrupting.”

—Stephen Pollard, New York Times Book Review,
18 January 2009

Socialism

“Morally
corrupting”??



Socialism is…

anti-God, anti-Christian, & anti-Bible

It violates at least 3 Bible principles:

1. Covetousness/greed
Exodus 20:17

“You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you 

shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, nor his 

male servant, nor his female servant, nor his 

ox, nor his donkey, nor anything that is your 

neighbor’s.”

car, clothes,

bank account, job, education, food, electronic 

gadgets, or any other physical possession or 

accomplishment.

(& anti-American)



Socialism is…

anti-God, anti-Christian, & anti-Bible

It violates at least 3 Bible principles:

1. Covetousness/greed

“Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him 

show by good conduct that his works are done in the 

meekness of wisdom. But if you have bitter envy and 

self-seeking in your hearts, do not boast and lie against 

the truth. This wisdom does not descend from above, 

but is earthly, sensual, demonic. For where envy and 

self-seeking exist, confusion and every evil thing are 

there” (James 3:13-16; cf. 1 Peter 2:1).

2. Envy/jealousy

“Again, I saw that for all toil 
and every skillful work a man 
is envied by his neighbor” 
(Ecclesiastes 4:4). 



Socialism is…

anti-God, anti-Christian, & anti-Bible

It violates at least 3 Bible principles:

1. Covetousness/greed

3. Stealing =

It enables the government to steal 

from some citizens and, without their 

consent, give it to other citizens.

2. Envy/jealousy
To take (the property of another) 

without right or permission.



Acts 2 & 4—“all things in common”?

The Jerusalem church was unique, in that Jewish pilgrims 
had come from all over the world and were there only 
temporarily.

The assets of those members who were local were 
sold and converted into money.

Strictly voluntary—not commanded, just reported (5:4)
Not the civil government—rather Christians 
individually in concert with the church

No other church in the N.T. is depicted as copying this 
arrangement and no subsequent command is given.

Not a reference to communism/socialism or formation 
of a common stock to which all are obligated to 

contribute for redistribution to those deemed needy.



Fidel Castro speaking in 
Havana, 1978

Government healthcare 
has always been a
central feature of 

socialism/communism.





Obama spoke often of “income 
inequality” and the dire need of 
“redistributive justice.”



➢The equalization of property and wealth ownership 
by direct political fiat.

➢ It includes taxation designed to move wealth from 
one group to another, “land reform” and other means 
to promote “equality of result” over “equality of 
opportunity.”

➢Associated with Marxism, socialism, or the 
transition from aristocracy or other forms of 
oligarchy to more broadly based governments.

Redistributive Justice



➢Redistributive justice is exercised by 
Government through taxation or 
expropriation of property.

➢Redistributive justice removes wealth from 
some members of society under the 
government’s jurisdiction through 
governmental powers to the benefit of 
others that the government determines as 
in need or deserving.

Redistributive Justice



“redistributive justice” sharing

“redistributive justice” confiscation/reallocation

Redistributive Justice

=/

=

violates the unalienable right 
to private property



“redistributive justice” sharing

“redistributive justice” confiscation/reallocation

Redistributive Justice

=/

=

Cato Institute researcher Michael Tanner notes:
➢ “Nobody in America is poor just because someone else 

is rich....
➢ The academic literature is very solid on what it takes 

to stay out of poverty:
➢ Number 1: Graduate from school.
➢ Number 2: If you’re not married, don’t have a 

baby.
➢ Number 3: Get a job and stick with it.”

violates the unalienable right 
to private property



An economics professor at a local college 
made a statement that he had never failed a 
single student before, but had recently failed 
an entire class.

That class had insisted that socialism works, 
and that no one would be poor and no one 
would be rich—a great equalizer. 

The professor said:
“OK, we will have an experiment
in this class on socialism.”



He substituted grades for dollars.

All grades would be averaged and 
everyone was to receive the same 
grade.

No one would fail & no one would 
receive an A.



After the first test, the grades were 
averaged and everyone got a B.

The students who studied hard
were upset and the students

who studied little were happy.

When the second test rolled around, the 
students who studied little had studied
even less and the ones who studied hard 
decided they wanted a free ride too,
so they studied little. 



The second test average was a D!
No one was happy.

When the 3rd test rolled around,
the average was an F.

With each test, the scores never increased as 
bickering, blame, and name-calling all 
resulted in hard feelings—

and no one would study for the 
benefit of anyone else. 



To their great surprise, ALL FAILED.

The professor told them that socialism 
would also ultimately fail because when 
the reward is great, the effort to 
succeed is great…

…but when government
takes all the reward away,

no one will try or want to succeed.

Why are businesses all over 
America right now having 
difficulty getting people

back to work?

Fear of COVID?

Or is it easier to stay home and 
receive government checks?



(1) You cannot multiply wealth by dividing it.

(2) You cannot legislate the poor into freedom
and  wealth by legislating the wealthy out of it.

(3) Government cannot give the people anything
that the gov’t. does not first take from somebody else.

(4) That which one man receives without working for, 
another man must work for without receiving.

U.S. Representative Bruce Alger of Texas’ 5th congressional district
Congressional Record—House, Vol. 155, Pt. 1, January 14, 2009, p. 803.

“When half of the people get the idea that they
do not have to work because the other half is
going to take care of them, and when the other
half gets the idea that it does no good to work
because somebody else is going to get what they
work for, that, my dear friend, is about the end
of any nation.”



Should the Federal government provide 

“welfare,” i.e., monthly funds for the 

“poor” and needy?

1. It redirects the central function 

of human government as defined 

in Romans 13/1 Peter 2.
2. It is contrary to the ultimate law 

of our land, i.e., the Constitution.

3. It is degrading to human nature/

the psyche as created by God.

HOW / WHY?

Besides conflicting with the Bible & 

the Constitution,

welfare is spiritually

and morally damaging

to the recipients.



UNNATURAL BEHAVIOR – public 
feeding promotes begging in our wild 

animals which is unnatural & 
degrading to the animals.

Unnatural &
degrading

It kills 
initiative!

It fosters 
laziness and 
inactivity!

It is contrary to Genesis 3:19,23!

Welfare is 
degrading to 
the human 

spirit!

It steals human 
dignity, reducing 

a person to 
slavery and 

dependency!

It damages 
one’s self-
concept!

Makes 
stealing seem 
acceptable.

It causes a person to 
become more

dependent to where 
he expects others to 
keep giving to him. 
It thereby fosters 

pride!

It creates a 
victim mentality 

in which the 
person thinks 
others—rather 
than himself—

must rescue him.

If not done 
scripturally, it fosters 

illicit use of funds, 
i.e., if you provide a 

necessity (e.g., food), 
he will spend his 

money on cigarettes 
or luxuries (TV)!



➢English Separatist leader
➢Helped found the Plymouth Colony
➢Signed the Mayflower Compact

while aboard the
Mayflower (1620)

➢Served as Plymouth
Colony Governor

for over 30 years
➢Wrote a journal titled

Of Plymouth Plantation

William Bradford
1590-1657



Protestant pilgrims on the deck of the ship

Speedwell as they depart for the New World

from Delft Haven, Holland, on July 22, 1620.

William Bradford kneeling behind 

the first governor John Carver 



Signing the Mayflower Compact

William Bradford



SOCIALISM

This Entitlement 

/Redistribution 

approach led to 

starvation and failure.

1620



✓ This approach is clearly in harmony 

with God’s will.

✓ God wants men to share with each 

other and to assist the vulnerable.

✓ However, He wants this done out of 

free will exercised independently by 

each individual—not coerced by 

government!



Under the Law of Moses, was 
there a government agency (IRS) 
appointed to collect monies from 
some citizens in order to 
distribute to other citizens?

Did the 
Israelites 
pay taxes?

NO!

YES!



The Law of Moses enjoined a flat tax 
of 10% across the board
for all citizens.

“And all the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the 
land or of the fruit of the tree, is the LORD’s. It is holy to 
the LORD. If a man wants at all to redeem any of his 
tithes, he shall add one-fifth to it. And concerning the 
tithe of the herd or the flock, of whatever passes under 
the rod, the tenth one shall be holy to the LORD. He shall 
not inquire whether it is good or bad, nor shall he 
exchange it; and if he exchanges it at all, then both it and 
the one exchanged for it shall be holy; it shall not be 
redeemed.”

Leviticus 27:30-33 (cf. Deut. 14:22-27)

Tithes consisted 

of produce 

(anything grown 

from the field) 

and firstborn 

animals.



What was the 10% tax used for?

“Behold, I have given the children of
Levi all the tithes in Israel as an
inheritance in return for the work
which they perform, the work of the
tabernacle of meeting.”

Numbers 18:21

The citizens at large?
The poor?

❖Salary for the Levites/priests

NO!Tithes were taken to the 

tabernacle/temple and 

turned over to the Levites.

Deuteronomy 12:5-6,11



SUMMARY

1. Civil government is authorized by God.

2. Its Purpose: to protect citizens/secure their rights.

3. Capital Punishment is a critical tool of government

to maintain order and eliminate evil doers.

4. Civil law should be based on God’s law.

5. Elected representatives should be godly/religious.

6. God invested each of us with unalienable rights.

7. Gov’t. should protect—not infringe—on those rights.

8. Citizens have a right to armed self-defense.

9. Socialism is contrary to Christian principles.



FUTURE LESSONS

1. God’s definition of poverty vs. the 

government’s definition

2. Illegal

Immigration? What Does

the Bible

Say?


