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Blessed Rain
It was so nice to drive out of Helena this morning and see the water rolling over the dam. We
thank God for the blessing of rain.
Blessings often come with mixed emotions. The front that brought our rain stretched across our
country from North to South. We were first in its path in York, Nebraska on Sunday night. We
caught up with its clouds as we left Omaha headed for Chicago. From Chicago to Birmingham
we flew above it. We then had to circle Birmingham for almost an hour waiting for one of the
many thunderstorms to clear the airport.
The thought often crosses my mind when I am flying that I am now seeing things from God’s
view. I quickly correct the thought because I learned a long time ago that nothing could be
further from the truth.
God’s view is not just from above, it is from below, from beside, from within.
I see a small part of Chicago and Birmingham, once we have dropped below the clouds. I see
the houses, lights and cars. God sees the heart, mind, and intent of every individual creature.
Not just where I am but in all creation.
I passed a dead racoon in the road the other day and was struck with the thought that God
knows the complete story of that racoon. Where it came from, where it was going, and exactly
what happened to it. The story God would tell would not be theory nor probability. It would be
the reality of exactly what happened.
David wrote, “Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, to lofty for me to attain.” (Psalm 139:6)
Who are we to question His ways?
-Dewayne

Upcoming Events:
Teen

Adventure Club /Pre-Teen




Breakfast with Santa:
Saturday, December 3, 9:00
a.m.
Caroling to the Shut-ins:
Saturday, December 10, 11:30
a.m.







Breakfast / Clothing the
Homeless: Saturday, December
3, 6:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.
Teen Supper / Christmas
Compassion Project:
Wednesday, December 7, 5:30
p.m. We will purchase gifts for 10
underprivileged children. Please
bring $10
Caroling and Teen Christmas
Party: Saturday, December 10,
4:30 p.m.

College




Volleyball: Friday,
December 2, 6:00 p.m. in the
gym.
Men’s Prayer Breakfast:
Saturday, December 3, 8:00
a.m. in the gym.

When: Saturday, December 3
Time: 9:00 a.m.
Where: Reception Room
Put on your best Christmas pajamas while we eat
breakfast, make crafts, watch a movie and take a
picture with Santa.
This year we encourage parents to shop with your kids
before the event to purchase a gift for a sick child at
Children’s of Alabama. We will have a collection box in
the room for all items. Please bring any gifts
unwrapped and unopened.
Item ideas include:
Stress/squeeze balls
Legos and building blocks
Superheroes/action figures
Train sets
Medical play kits
Disney/Pixar/Nickelodeon
character toys
Puzzles
Playing cards
Board games
Plastic animals/dinosaurs
Musical instruments
Tool / Kitchen sets
Crossword puzzles
activity /coloring books
Teething rings / rattles
Plastic mobiles
Bouncy seats/rockers

Touch and feel (sensory
books)
Board books
English and Spanish
versions
Recordable books (to
record parents voice)
I-Spy/Look and Find books
Superhero books
Beverly Cleary books
Dr. Seuss books
Dork Diaries Series
Biscuit the Dog, I Can
Read series
Harry Potter series
Scrapbooking materials
Canvases
Paint brushes

Breakfast for the Homeless and Delivering
Backpacks/Sleeping Bags for the
Homeless:
Scott Pruitt
This Saturday, we will meet at the building at 6:00
a.m. to prepare breakfast and load all the backpacks
and sleeping bags into the buses to deliver to the
homeless in downtown Birmingham at Linn Park. We
will return to the building between 8:30 - 9:00 a.m. At
that time, we will eat some biscuits.
The items in each backpack include the following:
Bible, Winter Coat, Long Sleeved T-Shirt, 3 Pairs of
Socks, 2 Pairs of Gloves, 1 Pair of Sweat Pants,
Toboggan, Toothbrush, Toothpaste.
The ladies’
backpacks also include some feminine hygiene
products. We couldn’t stuff the sleeping bags in the
backpacks but will be handing those out as well.
The cost per backpack (including the sleeping bag) is
$40.00 (I know, I know - we are excellent shoppers
and love it when wholesale products go on sale.)
We need a ton of servants to pull this off
successfully so please do not oversleep. When you
are rubbing the sleep out of your eyes, make sure that
you put on your Santa or reindeer hat, because we will
also sing Christmas Carols with the homeless.
35

For I was hungry and you gave me something to
eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink,
I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36 I needed
clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked
after me, I was in prison and you came to visit
me.' (Mat 25:35-36 NIV)

How Great Is Our God!
Psalm 8
I would like for you to read this verse slowly, really soak it in, enjoy every word of it. After reading it, remember How
great is your God!
“O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is Your name in all the earth, who have displayed Your splendor above the heavens!
From the mouth of infants and nursing babes You have established strength because of Your adversaries, to make the
enemy and the revengeful cease. When I consider Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, the moon and the stars,
which You have ordained; what is man that You take thought of him, and the son of man that You care for him? Yet You
have made him a little lower than God, and You crown him with glory and majesty! You make him to rule over the works
of Your hands; you have put all things under his feet, all sheep and oxen, and also the [g]beasts of the field, the birds of
the heavens and the fish of the sea, whatever passes through the paths of the seas. O Lord, our Lord, How majestic is
Your name in all the earth!” (NASB).
- David

David & Jessica Stockman

For the Record

Proudly announce the birth
of their son,
Gabriel
Alexander Stockman. He
was
born
Sa t u r d a y ,
November 26. He weighed 8
lbs. and 15 oz. and was 21
3/4 inches long. The proud
big sisters are Olivia and
Ava.

Sunday, November 27, 2016

Christmas Caroling for the Shut-ins
Monday and Tuesday, December 5 and 6, we will
be singing Christmas Carols to the shut-ins. There is
a sign up sheet on the Bulletin Board in the West
Wing Foyer. Buses will leave at 5:30 p.m.

FTG # 3 & #5
Christmas Potluck
Sunday,
December 11
12:00 p.m.
In the
reception room.

Tuesday, December 13, 6:00 p.m.
In The Reception Room
All ornaments should be wrapped in plain brown
paper or in a paper bag.

Bible Study
Early Worship
Late Worship
Total Sunday Morning
Sunday Night
Contribution
YTD Average
Budget

Dear Riverchase Church,
Thank you so much for all the prayers,
cards, visits and especially the food that was
prepared by so many people.
This church is so special and has so many
loving and giving people. Please continue to
pray for both Becky and my recovery.
In Christian Love,
Tom & Becky Carter
Dear Riverchase Church,
Thank you all so very much for the
beautiful flowers and plants, visits and
prayers. We feel so fortunate to be part of
such a loving, Christian family.
In Christian Love,
Carl, Kelly
and Charlie Watts
Dear Riverchase Church,
Thank you for the generous donation of
coats and sweaters. Our ladies and children
are very grateful for your thoughtful gesture.
Thank you for being a blessing to us this
holiday season.
In Christian Love,
Jessie’s Place Staff

Upcoming Events






LiveWires!
The LiveWires! Christmas Party will be Sunday,
December 11, 12:00 p.m. in the Family Life Center.
Please bring a covered dish. There is a sign up sheet
on the LiveWires! Board.

376
259
361
620
269
$24,999.95
$34,493.97
$34,500.00




Volleyball: Friday, December 2, 6:00 p.m. in the
gym.
Teens Breakfast for the Homeless: Saturday,
December 3, 6:00 a.m.
Men’s Prayer Breakfast: Saturday, December3,
8:00 a.m. in the Family Life Center.
Breakfast with Santa: Saturday, December 3,
9:00 a.m. in the reception room.
Bridal Tea for Shelby Mears, Bride Elect of
Isaac Majors, daughter of Doug & Pam Mears:
Sunday, December 4, 1:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. in the
reception room. They are registered at Target and
Bed, Bath and Beyond.
Christmas Caroling for Shut-Ins: December 5 &
6, 5:30 p.m.
Ladies’ Bible Class: Tuesday, December 6,
10:30 a.m. in the reception room.

1868 Montgomery Hwy.
Birmingham, AL 35244
www.riverchasechurch.org
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Riverchase Family:
Becky Carter (#3) continuing health issues.
Tom Carter (#3) recovering from colon surgery.
Dottie Harbst (#2) recovering at home from a bleeding ulcer.
Judy Ingram (#7) at home with health issues.
Martha Johnston (#3) has been moved to Aspire.
Sandra Thompson (#7) recovering from surgery at home.
Georgia Vaughn (#7) recovering from back surgery.

This week at Riverchase:
Friday, December 2

Volleyball
Saturday, December 3

Teens Breakfast for the homeless

Men’s Prayer Breakfast

Breakfast with Santa
Sunday, December 4

Bridal Tea for Shelby Mears
Monday, December 5

Christmas Caroling
Please continue to remember in prayer:
Noreen Anderson (Jina O’Clair’s mother), Patricia
Anderson (former member), Greg Case (Penny’s
husband), Tommie Cleghorn (Jay’s mother), Bonnie
Daniels (Turner’s friend), Celia Dorantes (David’s
mom), Robert Garner (Paula Davis’ friend), Joan
Harris (Betz’s friend), Jim Hollon (Clemmons’ friend),
Richard Howe (Steve’s dad), Butch Johnson (Dana
Jones’ brother), Dot Mandle (Kelley’s friend), Nancy
Marlo (Tami Picantine’s sister), Ralph Martin (Kristi
Sibert’s dad), Charles Mills (Robert and Michelle’s
father), Dell Moody (Jane Windam’s cousin), Thelma
Moon (Diana Barnes’ mother), Maxine Mount
(Darrell’s mother), Jay Odom (Kevin Arvin’s brother-inlaw), Claudia Sibert (John’s mother), Matt Snow, Deb
Rose (Heidi Bogg’s mother), Kristy Tatum (Rardin’s
neighbor), Roger Thomas (Fabray Turner’s uncle),
Olen Vickery (Kim Ledingham’s brother-in-law), Bill
Wright (Georgia Vaughn’s father).
Please pray for our active duty deployed military:
Thomas Balentine ( Rejetta’s son)

CONTINUE TO REMEMBER THESE MEMBERS:
FTG #1: Rejetta Balentine. Lynda Cardwell, Jean Marshall,
Doug Mears, Michelle Whitaker
FTG #2: Henry & Vonda Cook, Dottie Harbst,
Ed & Nina Pitchford, Jo Wamack
FTG #3: Ray Johnston, Shirley Bailey, Becky Carter,
David Hare
FTG #4: Jeff Carroll, Elaine Evans, Peggy Rogers,
Norma Thomas
FTG #5: Jake Cole, Shirley Wilson
FTG #6: Erick Boggs, Michelle Dichiara, John Gibson,
Grover Jackson, Kathleen Perkins, Ollie Scott,
Sarah Wolford
FTG #7: Don & Jan Haefner, Judy Ingram, Candy Parker,
Georgia Vaughn
ADD TO YOUR PRAYER LIST OUR FRIENDS AND
RELATIVES:
Danny Barber (Angela Davis’s brother) stroke.
Pat Beavers (Billy Gaines’ cousin) cancer.
Alice Bradford Diane Snows mother) recovering from hip
replacement at Brookwood Hospital.
Jessica Brown (Glenda’s daughter in law) breast cancer.
Becky Carr (friend of Hill’s) liver cirrhosis.
Marshall Coker (Elizabeth Whiteheads nephew) cancer.
Cathy Crittenden (Dee Davis’ friend) brain tumor.
Lee Dawkins (Jane Snider’s cousin) cancer has returned.
Brenda Forehand (Joyce Bowen’s sister) recovering from
colon and knee surgery.
Sam Gray (Ward’s neighbor) cancer.
Karen Green (Norma Thomas’ daughter) health issues.
Scott Green (Cindy Thompson’s cousin) brain tumor.
Jan Hall (Helen Haskew’s sister - in - law) health issues.
Kim Harmon (friend of the Dorantes) health issues.
Robert Howe (Carol Ingram’s father) chemo and radiation.
Stephanie Hodge (David & Donna Jones’ daughter) complex
migraine.
Kent Ingram (Anthony Dotson’s uncle) colon cancer.
Sharon Lawley (Brandy Tuech’s mother in law) chemotherapy.
Martha Manwarring (former member) health issues.
Art Mealer (Bill Mealer’s brother) abdominal aortic aneurysm.
Helen Mellett (Hilary Beason’s grandmother) illness.
Wayne Miller (Snow ’s friend) cancer.
Lynda Morris (Jim Hendley’s mother) recovering from colon
and gall bladder surgery at Shelby Medical.
Lowell Newton (Michael’s dad) prostate cancer.
Teresa Ragland (Becky Steen’s sister) cancer treatments.
Teresa Richards (friend of the Hills) breast cancer.
Miller Rock (Jonn Rock’s brother) health issues.
John Sehon (Helen Haskew’s uncle) heath problems.
Mary Sharp (Anthony Dotson’s grandmother) health problems.
Jennifer Sherrill (Amber Henderson’s friend) blood clot in her
brain.
Billy Shikle (Helen Haskew ’s brother in law) chemo.
Mariella Sirmon (Sirmon’s granddaughter) health problems.
Pam Snider (Bob Snider’s niece) under hospice care.
Nicole Valentine (Ward’s friend) cancer.
Cindy Van Beck (friend of Posey’s) cancer.
Carol Watson (Fred Langdon’s sister) lymphoma.
Don Watson (Fred Langdon’s brother in law) dementia.
Raymond White (Cindy Thompson’s cousin) health problems.
Craig Windle (Elaine Evans brother - in - law) spot on kidney.
Ann Williams (friend of Georgia Vaughn) breast cancer.

